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Abstract 

This research paper examines the role of green subsidies in promoting sustainable economic growth in India. 
As the world's third largest carbon emitter, India faces the dual challenge of maintaining rapid economic 
growth while addressing environmental degradation and climate change commitments. This study analyzes 
various green subsidy mechanisms implemented by the Indian government, including renewable energy 
incentives, electric vehicle subsidies, and energy efficiency programs. Through mixed method research 
combining quantitative analysis of subsidy data (2015-2023) and qualitative assessment of policy outcomes, 
this paper evaluates the effectiveness of green subsidies in achieving sustainable development goals. The 
findings reveal that green subsidies have contributed significantly to renewable energy capacity addition, 
reduced carbon intensity, and created employment opportunities, while also highlighting challenges such as 
fiscal burden, implementation gaps, and distributional inequities. The study concludes that strategically 
designed and efficiently implemented green subsidies are essential instruments for India's transition toward 
a low carbon, sustainable growth trajectory. 
 
Keywords: Green Subsidy, Sustainable Development, Renewable Energy, India, Climate Policy, Economic 
Growth 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Background 
India stands at a critical juncture in its development trajectory, facing the paradox of sustaining high 
economic growth rates while simultaneously addressing pressing environmental challenges. As the 
world's most populous nation and fifth largest economy, India's development choices have global 
implications for climate change mitigation and sustainable development. The country contributed 
approximately 7.3% of global greenhouse gas emissions in 2022, making it the third-largest emitter after 
China and the United States (Global Carbon Project, 2023). Yet, India's per capita emissions remain 
significantly below the global average, highlighting the tension between development aspirations and 
environmental responsibilities. 
The concept of "sustainable growth" has gained prominence in India's policy discourse, particularly 
following the country's commitment to ambitious climate targets at COP26 in Glasgow. India pledged to 
achieve net-zero emissions by 2070, reduce emissions intensity of GDP by 45% by 2030 (from 2005 
levels), and achieve 50% cumulative electric power installed capacity from non-fossil fuel sources by 
2030. These commitments necessitate unprecedented transformation of India's energy systems, 
industrial processes, and consumption patterns. 
Green subsidies have emerged as a central policy instrument in this transformation. Unlike traditional 
subsidies that often encourage fossil fuel consumption, green subsidies are financial incentives designed 
to promote environmentally beneficial activities, technologies, and behaviors. In the Indian context, green 
subsidies encompass a wide range of interventions including capital subsidies for renewable energy 
installations, tax incentives for electric vehicles, interest subventions for energy efficient technologies, 
and production linked incentives for green hydrogen and battery storage. 
 
1.2 Rationale for the Study 
Despite the proliferation of green subsidy schemes in India over the past decade, there exists limited 
comprehensive research evaluating their collective impact on sustainable growth. Most existing studies 
focus on sector specific analyses such as solar energy subsidies or electric vehicle incentives without 
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examining the broader systemic effects on economic growth, employment generation, technological 
innovation, and environmental outcomes. Furthermore, the fiscal implications of these subsidies, their 
distributional impacts across different socio economic groups, and implementation challenges remain 
under explored. 
This research gap is particularly significant given India's constrained fiscal space and competing 
developmental priorities. Understanding whether green subsidies represent an efficient use of public 
resources, how they can be optimized, and what barriers impede their effectiveness is crucial for 
evidence based policy making. 
 
1.3 Research Objectives 
This study aims to: 
1. Examine the evolution and structure of green subsidy policies in India from 2015 to 2023 
2. Assess the impact of green subsidies on key sustainable development indicators including 
renewable energy capacity, carbon intensity, energy efficiency, and green employment 
3. Evaluate the economic implications of green subsidies on fiscal expenditure, private investment 
crowding in effects, and sectoral growth 
4. Identify implementation challenges and policy gaps in the current green subsidy framework 
5. Provide evidence based recommendations for enhancing the effectiveness of green subsidies in 
promoting sustainable growth 
 
1.4 Scope and Limitations 
This research focuses on major green subsidy schemes implemented by the central government of India, 
including solar energy subsidies under the National Solar Mission, the FAME (Faster Adoption and 
Manufacturing of Electric Vehicles) scheme, Production Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes for renewable 
energy manufacturing, energy efficiency programs under the PAT (Perform, Achieve and Trade) scheme, 
and subsidies for green hydrogen development. State level subsidies are considered where they 
significantly complement central schemes. 
The study period covers 2015-2023, chosen to capture the post Paris Agreement era and the recent 
acceleration of green subsidy initiatives. Limitations include data availability constraints for certain 
metrics, the challenge of attributing causality in complex policy environments, and the difficulty of 
capturing long term impacts given the relatively recent implementation of many schemes. 
 
1.5 Structure of the Paper 
Following this introduction, Chapter 2 reviews relevant literature on green subsidies and sustainable 
development. Chapter 3 outlines the research methodology employed. Chapter 4 presents results and 
findings from data analysis. Chapter 5 concludes with policy implications and recommendations, followed 
by references. 
 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
2.1 Theoretical Framework: Green Subsidies and Sustainable Development 
The theoretical foundation for green subsidies rests on market failure arguments and the "double 
dividend" hypothesis. Environmental economics literature identifies multiple market failures that justify 
government intervention: negative externalities from pollution, positive externalities from clean 
technology adoption, information asymmetries, and coordination problems in technology transitions 
(Pigou, 1920; Coase, 1960). Green subsidies aim to correct these failures by making environmentally 
beneficial choices economically attractive. 
The "double dividend" theory suggests that environmental taxes and subsidies can simultaneously 
improve environmental outcomes and economic efficiency (Pearce, 1991; Goulder, 1995). Applied to 
green subsidies, this framework argues that incentivizing clean technologies can reduce environmental 
damage while stimulating innovation, creating new industries, and generating employment—thereby 
contributing to sustainable economic growth. 
Recent literature has refined this perspective by emphasizing the importance of subsidy design. 
Böhringer et al. (2017) demonstrate that poorly designed green subsidies can lead to deadweight losses, 
rent seeking, and limited environmental benefits. The "green growth" paradigm, popularized by 
international organizations like OECD and UNEP, provides a broader framework linking environmental 
sustainability with economic prosperity through technological innovation, resource efficiency, and new 
market creation (OECD, 2011). 
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2.2 Global Experience with Green Subsidies 
International experience with green subsidies offers valuable lessons for India. Germany's Energiewende 
(energy transition) relied heavily on feed in tariffs and subsidies for renewable energy, successfully 
increasing renewable electricity share from 6% in 2000 to over 40% by 2020 (Strunz et al., 2014). 
However, this came with significant costs—estimated at €500 billion—raising questions about fiscal 
sustainability and distributional equity (Frondel et al., 2010). 
China's aggressive green subsidy strategy, particularly in solar panel manufacturing and electric vehicles, 
demonstrates both opportunities and risks. Liu et al. (2020) find that China's subsidies successfully 
created world leading industries and reduced costs globally through economies of scale. However, they 
also led to overcapacity, inefficient allocation, and subsidy dependence that hampered market driven 
innovation (Zhang & Bai, 2017). 
The United States' experience with tax credits for renewable energy and electric vehicles shows the 
importance of policy stability and long-term commitment. Gillingham and Stock (2018) argue that 
frequent changes in subsidy policies create uncertainty that undermines investment and technological 
learning. 
 
2.3 Green Subsidies in the Indian Context 
Academic literature on Indian green subsidies has grown substantially in recent years, though 
comprehensive evaluations remain limited. Shrimali and Tirumalachetty (2013) examined solar energy 
policies, finding that capital subsidies and accelerated depreciation were effective in early market 
development but created dependency that hindered competitiveness. Their analysis suggested 
transitioning toward production based incentives and grid integration support. 
The FAME scheme for electric vehicles has received considerable attention. Sierzchula et al. (2014) 
compared electric vehicle incentives across countries, noting that India's approach combining purchase 
subsidies with charging infrastructure development showed promise but required greater financial 
commitment to achieve scale. More recently, Coffman et al. (2017) emphasized the importance of 
coordinating subsidies with complementary policies like emissions standards and urban planning. 
Research on energy efficiency subsidies in India's industrial sector reveals mixed results. Khanna et al. 
(2017) evaluated the PAT scheme, finding significant energy savings in participating industries but 
identifying barriers including high transaction costs, limited technical capacity, and inadequate 
monitoring mechanisms. Their work highlights the importance of institutional capacity in determining 
subsidy effectiveness. 
Agarwal and Kumar (2020) provide one of the few comprehensive analyses of India's green subsidy 
portfolio, estimating total green subsidies at approximately ₹50,000 crore annually by 2019-20. They 
argue that while subsidies have accelerated renewable energy deployment, concerns about fiscal 
sustainability, subsidy targeting, and phase out strategies require urgent attention. 
 
2.4 Impact Assessment Frameworks 
Methodologically, assessing green subsidy impacts presents challenges. Conventional input-output 
analysis captures direct and indirect economic effects but may miss dynamic innovation impacts (Miller & 
Blair, 2009). Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) models can simulate economy-wide effects but rely 
on numerous assumptions and parametrizations (Böhringer & Rutherford, 2008). 
Recent studies increasingly employ quasi experimental methods. Difference-in-differences estimation, 
regression discontinuity designs, and synthetic control methods offer more rigorous causal inference 
when randomized experiments are infeasible (Abadie & Gardeazabal, 2003). However, applying these 
methods to green subsidies in India faces data constraints and the challenge of finding appropriate 
comparison groups. 
The sustainable development impact assessment literature emphasizes multi-dimensional evaluation 
frameworks. The triple bottom line approach—considering economic, environmental, and social 
outcomes—has been adapted for green policy evaluation (Elkington, 1998). More recent frameworks 
incorporate distributional equity, intergenerational justice, and resilience considerations (Sachs et al., 
2019). 
 
2.5 Research Gaps 
While existing literature provides valuable insights, several gaps remain: 
1. Comprehensive evaluation: Most studies focus on single sectors or schemes rather than 
evaluating India's green subsidy portfolio holistically 
2. Long-term impacts: Limited research examines sustained effects on innovation, industrial 
competitiveness, and structural economic transformation 
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3. Distributional analysis: The equity implications of green subsidies across income groups, 
regions, and sectors are understudied 
4. Implementation challenges: Insufficient attention to bureaucratic capacity, governance issues, 
and political economy constraints 
5. Comparative effectiveness: Limited systematic comparison of different green subsidy 
instruments (capital subsidies vs. tax incentives vs. production-linked incentives) 
This study aims to address these gaps through comprehensive analysis of India's green subsidy landscape 
and its sustainable development implications. 
 

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
3.1 Research Design 
This study employs a mixed-methods approach combining quantitative analysis of subsidy data and 
policy outcomes with qualitative assessment of implementation mechanisms and stakeholder 
perspectives. This methodological pluralism is justified by the complexity of evaluating green subsidies, 
which involve multiple actors, diverse mechanisms, and varied outcomes that cannot be fully captured 
through quantitative methods alone. 
The research design is structured around three analytical components: 
1. Descriptive analysis: Mapping the landscape of green subsidies in India, documenting their 
evolution, structure, and fiscal magnitude 
2. Impact assessment: Quantitatively evaluating the relationship between green subsidies and 
sustainable development indicators 
3. Process evaluation: Qualitatively examining implementation mechanisms, identifying barriers, 
and understanding contextual factors affecting subsidy effectiveness 
 
3.2 Data Sources 
3.2.1 Primary Data 
Primary data was collected through semi-structured interviews with 25 key informants including: 
• Policy makers from the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), Ministry of Power, and 
NITI Aayog (n=6) 
• Industry representatives from renewable energy companies and electric vehicle manufacturers 
(n=8) 
• Academic experts and civil society organizations working on energy and climate policy (n=6) 
• Beneficiaries of subsidy schemes including solar rooftop installation recipients and EV 
purchasers (n=5) 
Interviews were conducted between January and June 2023, each lasting 45-90 minutes. Interview 
protocols were designed to understand subsidy design rationale, implementation challenges, perceived 
impacts, and suggestions for improvement. 
3.2.2 Secondary Data 
Quantitative analysis relies on multiple secondary data sources: 
• Subsidy expenditure data: Union Budget documents, Ministry annual reports, and Public 
Financial Management System (PFMS) records for subsidy disbursement data (2015-2023) 
• Energy data: Central Electricity Authority (CEA) reports for power generation and capacity data; 
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy statistics for renewable energy installations 
• Economic data: National Accounts Statistics from Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation; industry-specific production data from respective ministries 
• Environmental data: Central Pollution Control Board emissions data; India's Biennial Update 
Reports to UNFCCC for greenhouse gas inventories 
• Employment data: Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS); sector-specific employment studies 
from industry associations 
• Technology and innovation data: Patent filing data from Indian Patent Office; research and 
development expenditure from industry reports 
 
3.3 Analytical Framework 
The analytical framework draws on the "logic model" approach commonly used in policy evaluation, 
tracing the causal chain from subsidy inputs through activities, outputs, and outcomes to ultimate impacts 
on sustainable development. 
Input indicators: Fiscal expenditure on green subsidies by scheme and sector 
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Activity indicators: Number of subsidy applications processed, beneficiaries enrolled, administrative 
processes 
Output indicators: MW of renewable capacity installed, number of EVs sold, energy efficiency 
improvements achieved 
Outcome indicators: Renewable energy generation, emissions reductions, cost reductions in clean 
technologies 
Impact indicators: Carbon intensity of GDP, energy security, green employment, industrial 
competitiveness 
 
3.4 Quantitative Analysis Methods 
3.4.1 Time Series Analysis 
To examine trends in subsidy expenditure and associated outcomes, time series analysis was conducted 
using data from 2015-2023. Augmented Dickey-Fuller tests were performed to check for stationarity, and 
trend analysis was conducted using linear and polynomial regression models where appropriate. 
3.4.2 Correlation and Regression Analysis 
Pearson correlation coefficients were calculated to assess relationships between green subsidy 
expenditure and sustainable development indicators. Multiple regression analysis was employed to 
examine the relationship between subsidies and outcomes while controlling for confounding variables: 
Y<sub>t</sub> = β<sub>0</sub> + β<sub>1</sub>GS<sub>t</sub> + β<sub>2</sub>X<sub>t</sub> + 
ε<sub>t</sub> 
Where: 
• Y<sub>t</sub> = Sustainable development indicator (e.g., renewable capacity, carbon intensity) 
• GS<sub>t</sub> = Green subsidy expenditure 
• X<sub>t</sub> = Vector of control variables (GDP growth, fossil fuel prices, technology costs) 
• ε<sub>t</sub> = Error term 
Given the limited time series (9 years), econometric analysis is supplemented with descriptive statistics 
and graphical analysis. 
3.4.3 Cost-Benefit Analysis 
A simplified cost-benefit analysis framework was applied to major subsidy schemes, comparing fiscal 
costs with quantifiable benefits including: 
• Avoided CO₂ emissions (valued using social cost of carbon estimates) 
• Energy security benefits (reduced import dependence) 
• Health benefits from reduced air pollution 
• Employment generation (valued at median wages) 
 
3.5 Qualitative Analysis Methods 
Interview transcripts were analyzed using thematic analysis, following Braun and Clarke's (2006) six-
phase approach: 
1. Familiarization with data 
2. Generating initial codes 
3. Searching for themes 
4. Reviewing themes 
5. Defining and naming themes 
6. Producing the report 
Policy documents were analyzed using content analysis to identify subsidy objectives, design features, 
and stated implementation mechanisms. This was triangulated with actual implementation data to 
identify gaps between policy intent and practice. 
 
3.6 Validation and Reliability 
To enhance validity and reliability: 
• Triangulation: Multiple data sources and methods were used to cross-validate findings 
• Member checking: Key informants were provided with preliminary findings for feedback 
• Peer review: Analysis frameworks and findings were discussed with academic experts 
• Transparency: Data sources, analytical procedures, and limitations are explicitly documented 
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3.7 Ethical Considerations 
The research adhered to ethical guidelines including informed consent from interview participants, 
confidentiality of individual responses, and objective presentation of findings. No financial conflicts of 
interest exist. 
 

4. RESULTS AND FINDINGS 
 
4.1 Landscape of Green Subsidies in India (2015-2023) 
4.1.1 Evolution and Fiscal Magnitude 
Analysis of Union Budget documents and ministry reports reveals substantial growth in green subsidy 
allocation over the study period. Total green subsidy expenditure increased from approximately ₹18,500 
crore in 2015-16 to ₹64,200 crore in 2022-23, representing a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 
19.3%. As a percentage of total government expenditure, green subsidies grew from 0.52% to 1.48% over 
this period. 

Table 1: Green Subsidy Expenditure by Sector (₹ Crore) 

Fiscal Year Solar Energy Wind Energy EV/Mobility Energy Efficiency Other Green Total 

2015-16 8,200 3,500 850 4,200 1,750 18,500 

2017-18 12,400 4,800 2,100 5,600 2,900 27,800 

2019-20 18,600 6,200 4,500 7,100 4,200 40,600 

2021-22 24,300 7,800 9,200 8,400 5,800 55,500 

2022-23 28,500 8,900 14,200 9,100 3,500 64,200 

Source: Compiled from Union Budget documents and Ministry annual reports 
Solar energy subsidies constituted the largest component throughout the period, though their share 
declined from 44% in 2015-16 to 44% in 2022-23 as EV subsidies grew rapidly. The FAME-II scheme 
allocation increased nearly seventeen fold from ₹850 crore to ₹14,200 crore, reflecting policy 
prioritization of transport electrification. 
 
4.1.2 Major Subsidy Schemes 
National Solar Mission (NSM): Comprising capital subsidies for grid connected rooftop solar (30-40% of 
project cost for residential; 20% for institutional), central financial assistance for off-grid solar 
applications, and generation based incentives for large solar parks. Total allocation exceeded ₹1,50,000 
crore over the study period. 
FAME Scheme: Phase I (2015-19) focused on demand creation through purchase incentives; Phase II 
(2019-24) emphasized charging infrastructure and public transport electrification with ₹10,000 crore 
allocation. Subsidies ranged from ₹10,000 per kWh for 2-wheelers to ₹50,000 per kWh for buses. 
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) for Solar Manufacturing: Launched in 2021 with ₹24,000 crore 
allocation to boost domestic solar module and cell production, offering 4-6% incentive on incremental 
sales. 
PAT Scheme: Market-based energy efficiency mechanism providing incentives for industrial units 
exceeding energy savings targets, covering 13 energy-intensive sectors. 
4.2 Impact on Renewable Energy Capacity 
Green subsidies demonstrated strong association with renewable energy capacity expansion. India's total 
installed renewable energy capacity increased from 42.9 GW in March 2015 to 168.9 GW in March 2023, a 
near four-fold increase. 
 
Figure 1: Renewable Energy Capacity Growth (GW) 
text 
Solar: 3.7 (2015) → 63.3 (2023) [CAGR: 42.1%] 
Wind: 23.8 (2015) → 42.0 (2023) [CAGR: 7.2%] 
Biomass: 4.9 (2015) → 10.2 (2023) [CAGR: 9.4%] 
Small Hydro: 4.1 (2015) → 4.9 (2023) [CAGR: 2.3%] 
Regression analysis indicates a statistically significant relationship between solar subsidy expenditure 
and solar capacity addition (R² = 0.87, p < 0.01), suggesting subsidies explained approximately 87% of 
capacity variation. However, declining per-MW subsidy requirements (from ₹2.8 crore per MW in 2015 to 
₹0.9 crore per MW in 2023) suggest improving cost-effectiveness due to technology learning curves and 
economies of scale. 
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Interview data revealed that subsidies were particularly crucial during 2015-2018 when solar costs 
remained high. A senior MNRE official noted: "Capital subsidies de-risked early investments and created the 
market foundation. As costs declined, we strategically shifted toward manufacturing incentives and grid 
integration support." 
 
4.3 Environmental Outcomes 
4.3.1 Carbon Intensity Reduction 
India's carbon intensity of GDP (CO₂ emissions per unit of GDP) declined from 0.29 kg 
CO₂/𝑖𝑛2015𝑡𝑜0.21𝑘𝑔𝐶𝑂2/ in 2022 at 2015 constant prices, representing a 27.6% reduction. This exceeds 
India's voluntary commitment of 20-25% reduction by 2020 (from 2005 levels) and puts the country on 
track for its 2030 target of 45% reduction. 
Decomposition analysis attributes approximately 42% of this reduction to renewable energy substitution, 
suggesting green subsidies contributed significantly to this achievement. Avoided emissions from 
renewable energy generation subsidized through various schemes are estimated at 380 million tonnes 
CO₂ equivalent over 2015-2023. 
4.3.2 Air Quality Benefits 
Secondary analysis of Central Pollution Control Board data for cities with significant renewable energy 
adoption shows modest improvements in air quality indicators. Cities with >15% solar rooftop 
penetration demonstrated 8-12% lower PM2.5 concentrations compared to similar cities without such 
penetration, though causality cannot be definitively established due to confounding factors. 
4.4 Economic Impacts 
4.4.1 Investment Crowding In 
Green subsidies appear to have stimulated substantial private investment. For every ₹1 of subsidy 
expenditure, approximately ₹6.50 of private investment was mobilized in renewable energy projects, 
indicating a strong leverage effect. Total renewable energy sector investment reached $14.5 billion in 
2022, up from $7.2 billion in 2015. 
Manufacturing sector analysis shows that PLI schemes triggered investment commitments of ₹78,000 
crore for solar manufacturing capacity of 65 GW, though actual capacity realization lagged at 
approximately 40% by early 2023. 
4.4.2 Cost Reduction and Technological Learning 
The Indian solar sector achieved dramatic cost reductions during the study period, with average project 
costs declining from ₹7.5 crore per MW to ₹3.2 crore per MW. While global technology cost curves drove 
much of this reduction, subsidies facilitated scale that accelerated learning and localization. 
Electric vehicle battery costs declined from approximately ₹22,000 per kWh to ₹12,000 per kWh, 
partially attributable to domestic manufacturing scaling enabled by FAME subsidies and PLI schemes. 
4.4.3 Employment Generation 
The renewable energy sector's employment expanded from an estimated 420,000 jobs in 2015 to 
approximately 1.1 million jobs in 2022, according to industry association data. Solar sector employment 
dominated with 680,000 jobs, followed by wind (240,000) and others (180,000). 
However, employment quality analysis reveals concerns. Interview data indicates that 62% of renewable 
energy jobs are informal, project based, or contractual, with limited social security coverage. A renewable 
energy industry representative noted: "While job numbers are impressive, we need policies that ensure 
quality employment with appropriate skills development and social protection." 
 
4.5 Sectoral Analysis 
4.5.1 Solar Energy Sector 
Solar subsidies achieved remarkable success in capacity addition but revealed implementation 
challenges: 
Successes: 
• Exceeded installation targets in multiple years 
• Reduced dependence on imports for balance of system components 
• Created a competitive auction market with record-low tariffs (₹1.99/kWh in 2020) 
Challenges: 
• Rooftop solar subsidies suffered from 40-50% under utilization due to procedural complexities, 
delays in net metering approvals, and limited consumer awareness 
• Geographic concentration with 65% of capacity in just five states (Rajasthan, Gujarat, Karnataka, 
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh) 
• Grid integration challenges causing renewable energy curtailment in high penetration states 
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4.5.2 Electric Vehicle Sector 
FAME subsidies catalyzed EV adoption, with electric two wheeler sales increasing from 25,000 units in 
2015-16 to 730,000 units in 2022-23. Electric bus deployment reached 6,100 units compared to 
negligible numbers pre-FAME. 
However, implementation analysis identified issues: 
• Frequent policy changes creating market uncertainty 
• Charging infrastructure deployment lagging (only 2,877 public charging stations by December 
2022) 
• Subsidy benefits not always reaching end consumers due to supply chain inefficiencies 
• Limited focus on electric three-wheelers despite their dominance in last mile transport 
4.6 Distributional Impacts 
Green subsidy benefits analysis reveals equity concerns: 
Regional disparities: States with better institutional capacity and existing renewable energy industries 
captured disproportionate benefits. The top 5 states accounted for 58% of total subsidy benefits despite 
representing 35% of population. 
Socio-economic distribution: Residential solar rooftop subsidies predominantly benefited middle and 
upper middle class households owning suitable housing. Survey data indicates 73% of residential solar 
subsidy beneficiaries belong to the top three income quintiles. 
Sectoral distribution: Large corporations and established industry players were primary beneficiaries of 
manufacturing PLI schemes, with limited participation from MSMEs despite reserved allocations. 
A civil society expert interviewed remarked: "Green subsidies risk becoming regressive if we don't 
deliberately design them for inclusion. Rural poor and informal sector workers should be priority 
beneficiaries, not afterthoughts." 
4.7 Fiscal Sustainability Analysis 
Growing green subsidy expenditure raises fiscal sustainability questions. At current growth rates, green 
subsidies could reach 2.5-3% of total government expenditure by 2030, competing with other 
developmental priorities. 
However, fiscal impact assessment suggests partial offset through: 
• Reduced fossil fuel import bills (estimated savings of $8.2 billion annually by 2022) 
• Tax revenues from expanded renewable energy and EV industries 
• Avoided health expenditure from pollution reduction 
Net fiscal impact analysis indicates that for every ₹100 spent on green subsidies, approximately ₹45-52 is 
recovered through direct and indirect fiscal benefits within a 5-year timeframe. This suggests subsidies 
are not entirely deadweight losses but require careful management. 
4.8 Implementation Challenges 
Qualitative analysis identified persistent implementation barriers: 
Administrative capacity constraints: Many implementing agencies lack technical expertise, IT 
infrastructure, and sufficient personnel. Subsidy processing delays of 6-18 months were commonly 
reported. 
Coordination failures: Multiple ministries and departments involved in green subsidy implementation 
often lack coordination, creating confusion and inefficiency. One industry representative described 
dealing with 7 different government entities for a single solar park project. 
Monitoring and evaluation gaps: Only 3 of 12 major green subsidy schemes have conducted rigorous 
third party evaluations. Limited real time monitoring enables delays and irregularities to persist. 
Political economy challenges: Subsidy design and implementation are influenced by lobbying from 
incumbent fossil fuel interests and renewable energy industries, sometimes distorting allocative 
efficiency. 
4.9 Comparative Performance 
Comparing India's green subsidy outcomes with peer countries provides context: 
Renewable energy growth: India's renewable capacity CAGR (19.2%) exceeded China's (12.1%) and 
Brazil's (8.3%) but trailed Vietnam's (26.4%) during 2015-2022. 
Subsidy efficiency: India's cost per tonne CO₂ avoided through renewable subsidies (approximately 18 −
22)𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑝𝑎𝑟𝑒𝑠𝑓𝑎𝑣𝑜𝑟𝑎𝑏𝑙𝑦𝑤𝑖𝑡ℎ𝐺𝑒𝑟𝑚𝑎𝑛𝑦(45-50) but higher than China ($12-15). 
EV adoption: India's EV market share (2.4% in 2022) lags Norway (88%), China (21%), but leads most 
developing countries. 
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5. CONCLUSION 
 
5.1 Summary of Key Findings 
This comprehensive analysis of green subsidies in India over 2015-2023 reveals a complex picture of 
substantial achievements alongside persistent challenges. Green subsidy expenditure increased nearly 3.5 
fold, demonstrating strong policy commitment to sustainable development. These subsidies catalyzed 
remarkable renewable energy capacity expansion, with solar capacity growing seventeen fold and total 
renewable capacity nearly quadrupling. 
Environmental outcomes show promise, with carbon intensity declining 27.6% and avoided emissions 
estimated at 380 million tonnes CO₂ equivalent. Economic impacts include significant private investment 
mobilization (₹6.50 for every ₹1 of subsidy), cost reductions through technological learning, and 
employment generation exceeding 1.1 million jobs in the renewable sector. 
However, findings also reveal substantial challenges. Implementation gaps resulted in subsidy under 
utilization, particularly for rooftop solar schemes. Distributional analysis indicates that benefits accrued 
disproportionately to wealthier households, established businesses, and economically advanced states, 
raising equity concerns. Fiscal sustainability questions emerge given rapid subsidy growth, though partial 
offsets through import savings and tax revenues provide some mitigation. 
5.2 Theoretical and Policy Implications 
This research contributes to green subsidy theory and sustainable development literature in several 
ways: 
Market transformation: The study demonstrates that subsidies can effectively catalyze market 
transformation in nascent clean technology sectors, validating strategic niche management theory. 
However, the findings emphasize that subsidy withdrawal strategies must be carefully designed and 
communicated to avoid market disruption. 
Double dividend reality: Evidence of both environmental improvements and economic benefits 
(investment, employment, innovation) supports the double dividend hypothesis, though the magnitude of 
economic benefits is smaller and more uncertain than environmental gains. 
Equity-efficiency trade-offs: The research highlights inherent tensions between subsidy efficiency 
(maximizing environmental outcomes per rupee spent) and equity (ensuring benefits reach 
disadvantaged groups). This suggests that separate, targeted mechanisms may be needed for equity 
objectives rather than expecting generic green subsidies to achieve both. 
5.3 Policy Recommendations 
Based on research findings, the following evidence based recommendations are proposed: 
5.3.1 Subsidy Design Optimization 
Shift toward performance based incentives: As technologies mature (particularly solar), transition 
from upfront capital subsidies to generation based incentives and manufacturing PLI schemes that 
reward outcomes rather than inputs. 
Time-bound sunset clauses: All green subsidy schemes should incorporate pre announced phase out 
schedules based on technology cost milestones or market maturity indicators, providing certainty while 
preventing dependency. 
Adaptive targeting: Implement dynamic subsidy rates that vary based on geography, end user category, 
and technology type to optimize resource allocation and address equity concerns. 
5.3.2 Implementation Strengthening 
Institutional capacity building: Establish dedicated green subsidy implementation cells with technical 
expertise, supported by digital platforms for application processing, monitoring, and grievance redressal. 
Coordination mechanisms: Create inter ministerial coordination committees for schemes involving 
multiple departments, with clear role delineation and accountability frameworks. 
Mandatory third party evaluation: Require independent evaluations for all schemes with annual 
budgets exceeding ₹500 crore, with findings publicly released and incorporated into policy refinement. 
5.3.3 Equity Enhancement 
Targeted subsidies for disadvantaged groups: Design specific subsidy windows for low income 
households, small businesses, and lagging regions with higher subsidy rates and simplified procedures. 
Community based renewable energy: Prioritize subsidies for community solar projects and renewable 
energy cooperatives that ensure broader benefit distribution. 
Just transition funding: Allocate a portion of green subsidies specifically for retraining and transitioning 
workers from fossil fuel industries to clean energy sectors. 
5.3.4 Fiscal Sustainability 
Subsidy recycling: Gradually shift subsidy funding from general revenues to dedicated green cess on 
polluting activities, creating fiscal neutrality. 
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Subsidy expenditure ceilings: Establish medium term subsidy expenditure frameworks with clear 
budget ceilings as percentage of GDP or total expenditure to prevent fiscal overreach. 
International climate finance: Actively leverage Green Climate Fund and multilateral development bank 
resources to supplement domestic green subsidy budgets. 
5.3.5 Complementary Policy Integration 
Regulatory standards: Combine subsidies with mandatory renewable purchase obligations, fuel 
efficiency standards, and building energy codes to create comprehensive policy packages. 
Carbon pricing exploration: Consider implementing carbon pricing mechanisms (tax or trading) to 
reduce dependence on subsidies while maintaining clean energy incentives. 
R&D investment: Increase public research funding for emerging technologies (green hydrogen, 
advanced batteries, carbon capture) where subsidies alone are insufficient. 
5.4 Contributions to Knowledge 
This study makes several scholarly contributions: 
1. Comprehensive empirical analysis: First study to systematically evaluate India's entire green 
subsidy portfolio across multiple sectors using mixed methods 
2. Distributional assessment: Provides novel evidence on who benefits from green subsidies, 
highlighting equity challenges often overlooked in efficiency focused analyses 
3. Implementation insights: Qualitative findings illuminate the "black box" between subsidy 
allocation and outcomes, revealing administrative and political economy constraints 
4. Methodological approach: Demonstrates the value of combining quantitative outcome 
assessment with qualitative process evaluation for complex policy evaluation 
5.5 Limitations and Future Research 
Several limitations should be acknowledged. The relatively short time series (9 years) limits econometric 
robustness, and attribution of outcomes to subsidies remains challenging given multiple confounding 
factors. Interview sample size, while diverse, may not capture full stakeholder spectrum. Long term 
impacts on innovation capacity, industrial competitiveness, and systemic energy transition cannot be 
fully assessed given policy recency. 
Future research should: 
• Conduct sector specific evaluations using more rigorous quasi experimental designs as data 
availability improves 
• Examine state level subsidy variations and their differential impacts 
• Investigate behavioral responses to subsidy phase outs to inform exit strategies 
• Assess interaction effects between green subsidies and other climate policies 
• Explore political economy of subsidy design and implementation in greater depth 
5.6 Concluding Remarks 
Green subsidies in India have proven to be powerful instruments for advancing sustainable development 
goals, driving remarkable renewable energy expansion and contributing to carbon intensity reduction. 
They have demonstrated that economic growth and environmental sustainability can be pursued 
simultaneously, validating the green growth paradigm. 
However, this research also makes clear that subsidies are not a panacea. Their effectiveness depends 
critically on thoughtful design, robust implementation, and integration with broader policy frameworks. 
Fiscal constraints, equity concerns, and implementation challenges require ongoing policy refinement and 
evidence-based adaptation. 
As India navigates the complex transition toward a low-carbon economy while maintaining high growth 
rates and addressing poverty, green subsidies will remain central to the policy toolkit. The challenge is 
ensuring they are strategically deployed, efficiently implemented, equitably distributed, and fiscally 
sustainable objectives this research suggests are achievable but require sustained policy attention and 
political commitment. 
The transition to sustainable growth is not merely a technical or economic challenge but a societal 
transformation requiring alignment of fiscal incentives, regulatory frameworks, technological innovation, 
and social equity. Green subsidies, when properly designed and implemented, can catalyze this 
transformation, but they must be continuously evaluated and adapted based on emerging evidence and 
changing contexts. 
India's experience with green subsidies offers valuable lessons for other developing countries pursuing 
similar transitions. The successes demonstrate the potential of strategic state intervention in accelerating 
clean technology adoption, while the challenges highlight pitfalls to avoid. As the global community 
intensifies efforts to address climate change while promoting sustainable development, India's green 
subsidy journey provides both inspiration and cautionary tales. 



 

 

GAP GYAN 
A GLOBAL JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 

( ISSN – 2581-5830 ) 
Impact Factor – SJIF – 4.998, IIFS - 4.375 

Globally peer-reviewed and open access journal. 

GAP GYAN – Volume - VIII Issue III 

July – September 2025 
 

52 

h
ttp

s://w
w

w
.gap

gyan
.o

rg/ 

Ultimately, the research findings suggest cautious optimism. Green subsidies are contributing 
meaningfully to India's sustainable development trajectory, but their full potential can only be realized 
through ongoing learning, adaptation, and commitment to both environmental effectiveness and social 
equity. 
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